
Charles Littler 
 
Charles Littler is considered by most members as the founding father of Rancho Linda Vista, 

even though the community has never been a single mind on any subject including this one. In 

his mind, Rancho Linda Vista is first, a place. It is an ex-dude ranch on 80 acres of beautiful 

foothills near Oracle, Arizona. The actual nucleus of our community formed in 1968 as the ETA 

Trust. A group of ten couples or families who came together to sign the mortgage on Rancho 

Linda Vista. This mortgage signing, to Charles, was amazingly like a hospital booth (antiseptic 

but efficient, presided over by trained professionals – in this case lawyers, accountants, agents, 

secretaries, etc.). The community’s subsequent growth even developed much like a body – 

losing and adding elements while maintaining a remarkable continuity of shape and style over 

the years as it evolved.  

 

If they were a bit immature as a community, it may be partly because of the rough time they 

had in their early years. When they first began moving into the old ranch buildings, all the 

systems broke down – water, sewage, electricity, gas, etc. They all had to spend the first several 

years living very primitively while they redid everything (sometimes two or three times before 

finally getting it right). In their spare time, they remodeled the barns and outbuildings into art 

studios, and once they saw communal eating would not work on an everyday basis, they 

started putting kitchens into various houses. While all this elemental but largely invisible work 

was being done, many of the marriages and even friendships came apart. Alas, by their fifth 

year together, none of them had much to show as improvements in their lives.  

 

The community did persevere, however. By 1975, they began a new phase of expansion and 

development. Those marriages that did survive began to strengthen, new relationships to 

thrive and everyone to prosper. In addition to sponsoring hundreds of arts events, Rancho 

Linda Vista has also taught themselves how to cooperate and have created various ways of 

achieving group consensus. Most importantly, they have all come to honor and support each 

other’s personal aims. These are major accomplishments for any group in the 20th century.  

 

Statement from Rancho Linda Vista booklet, 1988. Charles Littler passed away in 1991.  

 

 

The Motorcyclist 

acrylic on canvas 

on loan from the Littler-Baird Collection 

 

 Self Portrait 

charcoal and tape on paper 

on loan from the Littler-Baird Collection 
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