
Nicolas Baird 
 
I was born in Tucson and moved to Rancho Linda Vista with my parents, Selina Littler and Imo 

Baird, when I was three years old. An artist and professional biologist, I started seriously making 

art when I was in high school, taking photographs of the desert around the Ranch and in the 

foothills of Oracle. This immediate connection with the natural world has been essential to my 

art practice and has inspired my biological research (which is currently on mammalian 

evolution). I am interested in dreams, poetry, language, the very large, the very small, and 

finding new ways of drawing meaning out of mundane experiences. The media I work with 

includes photography, sculpture, printmaking, writing, painting, and performance, a diversity 

that grew directly from the support of the Ranch community. Although I currently live in Berlin, 

I visit regularly and for extended periods. I have always considered the Ranch home.  

 

Among my pieces in this show is a constellation made from the ground-up dust of a cow 

scapula. I found the bone in the hills near the Ranch while on a hike with my father and, when I 

am away, I thinks often of the clear Milky Way in the sky above Oracle. There is another painting 

of the sunset after a monsoon from the roof of my parents’ home and the story of a dream 

carved into clay. On their own, these pieces are disconnected, almost fragments, but here 

perhaps, surrounded by the art of the community that raised me, the connections become 

clear. 

 

 

Just After Sunset form the Roof of HE 

casein and spray paint on canvas 

on loan from the Charles Sternberg Collection  

 

Record of the Night 

ceramic 

on loan from the Sharon Brady Collection 

 

Pleiades (Messier 45), Bonedust 

acrylic and bone on canvas 
 

on loan from the Littler-Baird Collection 
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