Bird ID

Birde can be identifyed by cize and chape, ac well ag color or field markinge (cpots,
ctripeg, oyeringg, ete.). Some birde have dictinctive waye of flying, like Gila woodpeckers;
othere have a call or cong you'll nover forget, like the cactue wren. Here are juct a few of
the many birde to be found in Tohono Chul Park. How many have you ceen?
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help the cactus wren return cafely to her nect

Quick — what ie the ctate bird of Arizona?

If you caid, roadrunner, you're off by one ctate to the eact (it belonge to New Mexico).
The correct anewer ic the cactue wren. Did you know the eactue wren ic one of the few
birde who actually cleape in ite football-chaped nect even when not rearing young®? Thie
largect of North American wreng will build ceveral neste in a ceacon, come acting ag
empty decoye for uncugpecting predatore, and come for grown children who haven't left
the territory yet.
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Most birde drink by ccooping water up in
their beake and filting their heade back go
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it drizzles down their throate — not co the
moutning dove! Like ucing a coda ctraw,
dovee, cubmetge theit beake into standing )1
water and drink continuoucly, cucking up @ U 8
and cwallowing watar without raicing their
heade. Thic way they can drink up to gix
timee factar than other birde, chortening
the time they gpend at a waterhole and thus
avoiding predatore. P 1o i
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Whete doee the hummere
come from? Hummingbird wingg
H”"fm'“gb”fjg are New World z1 can beat up to 200 timee per cecond
species, ranging from Alacka to (depending on the epeciec), vibrating

Tierra del Fuego at the tip of South
America. Of the 1€ species found
in the U.S., only one livee eact of
the Miggciceippi River, the Ruby-
throated. ALL 1% gpecies have been
ceen in AZ either a¢ regidente or
paseing through during migration.
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on both the upctroke and the
downgtroke. Thiec producec a
humming sound that variee from
cpecies to cpacies ac doee the
frequency.



It may ecoom co, but owle really can’t rotate
theit heade 360° a¢ many people think. Ac
a night vicion adaptation, owle have extremely
large eyee in proportion to the cize of their
heade and their eyee are fixed in place by a
bony ctructure called a celerotic ring. Ac a
result, they have to turn their heade to move
their eyes. Head rotation for most owl gpecies
ic 270° — far enough to cee directly behind
them!

Down
. I like to sip my drinks

. My tongue is longer than my mouth

. Some people call me the "black cardinal”
. Those funny humans with binoculars

1
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4. What birds need to survive
5
6

8. AZ's state bird

10. I'm named for the color of my tail
12. My distinctive color makes me stand out anywhere

14. | catch and eat rattlesnakes

16. My wings beat 200 times per second

17. The place birds call home

Across

2. Flight mechanism
7. All purpose tool
9. Following the sun

The co-called” black cardinal” actually ien’t. The
Phainopepla, whose hame meang" cilky robe”, ic not
telated to cardinale at all; rather it ic a cilky flycatcher,
q tropical group of birde named for the cilky appearance
of their feathers. Phainopeplag, which alco feed on
incecte, rely almoct exclucively on decert mictletoe
berriee during winter monthe. In fact, many blame the
birde for the gpread of the paragitic plant. Phainopeplac
and other birde dicperce mictletoe ceede in their
droppinge, leaving emall depocite on the branchee of
decert treoe. Before you remove every bit of mictletoe
from your treee, congider that fewer mictlatoe barriee
may mean fewer birde come epring,

20. In my family there is safety in numbers
21. | immigrated from jolly olde England
22. Symbol of the United States

11. Raptors use them to hold onto things ‘

13. What makes birds different from all other animals
15. Backwards my head isn't
18. Gardeners get mad when birds steal these
19. Quoth me - "nevermore”

Did you know that a woodpecker’s tongue may
be up to three timee ag long ac ite beak!
Woodpeckere have developed a variety of
adaptationg: their zygodactyl feet (two toes
front and two foes back) allow them to cling
to vertical curfaces, cfiff
tail feathere providing the
brace; their brain i¢ fite
tightly into their ckull to
avoid concugcione; and
their fongue ic¢ charp and
barbed, allowing it to ckewer an incect and
pull it from a cavity. In order to fich around
in thoge ingect tunnelg, a woodpecker needs a
long tongue, cometimee co long that it
actually wrape around and over the ckull,
coming back out through ite nosttil or around
the eye cocket!




[ % Beake and Foet

‘_ | A bird’e beak ic an all purpoce tool that allowe it to build a nect, or gecure it’e food. In many wayg, a bird’e beak recemblee come of
A § the foole we uce everyday. Talking of toeg, 3 bird’e feet are used for everything from perching or walking to capturing prey. Can you
¢ 3 can match the beak to the tool, to the feet, and then to the food the bird eate” We've even given you come handy cluee!
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a vegetarian duck
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