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nother summer of rain meant
another season of harvest— of tepary beans

and squash and corn. Traditional Tohono O’odham
fields were located at the mouths of arroyos where
floodwaters deposited fertile silt from the foothills
and mountains. Crops were planted in soil made
rich by previous seasons of flooding and were
irrigated with water from the current season’s
rainfall. The Tohono O’odham honored the desert’s
thythms and the desert rewarded their wisdom and

hard work with successful harvests.

Tohono O’odham farmers grew
devil’s claw ('Lfmg) for making

baskefs, including those they Saguaro’s story doesn’t end with death

used in the saguaro wine
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When I walk iwithedesert

T W, While saguaros die from many causes—including  and make their homes in decaying and fallen : ;

to the de>s/ert year after year. drought, disease, hungry animals, encroaching saguaros. People use dried saguaro ribs for building Loz irnye thalf dpadilias iy ile Orzece
development, vandalism, lightning, wind, old age, materials and tools, such as the Tohono O’odham’s When I walk twthe desert
and especially freezing temperatures—death “cactus puller,” and empty “boots” are perfect The tall SAGUAro wave thelr arms way up/uﬁ/v
doesn’t end their role in their desert community.  storage containers. O o nll i the desert the arniitP stop O o

A variety of insects and other animals feed on

at me as ft/w}/ werve :ayinﬁ
“Welcome to our home.”
—Jeanette Chico from Whew i Ras




