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The year was 1907 and explorer William Hornaday had just seen the Sonoran Desert’s

saguaro cacti for the first time.

Carnegiea gigantea, the United States’ largest cactus, remains today the
characteristic and visually dominant plant of much of the Sonoran Desert.

As silent sentinels, countless saguaros tower over their native land—

an area like no other place on the planet.

Travel the trail ahead to learn about saguaros and their vital role in the lives of their
long-time neighbors, the Tohono O’odham, or Desert People. Award-winning artist
Michael Chiago painted the watercolors you will see. His work, which has been displayed
throughout the United States and abroad, portrays the Desert People’s traditional way

of life and reflects his pride in his Tohono O’odham heritage.
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Funding for Michael Chiago illustrations provided by the Tucson/Pima Arts Council y .
ko G o W W s A growing song for guant cactils
Camp-fires and Lava, William Temple Hornaday, Universify of Arizona Press, 1983
Saguaro fruit and Soguqro portrait photos © Linda Bugg

Greetings from Arizona stamp © 2001 USPS. Reprinted with permission. Al rights reserved.
Saguaro bloom watercolor inset © Michael Chiago
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