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I |tor Creator of the Desert People, pIaced beads of sweat from his brow

.'|l| 1 11‘r qul-‘

.on the ground an_d n‘tom them-cre*ated the saguaro peopIe—so e Iearn from
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one Tohono o} odham‘creat‘ion ,storyjArroth'err,story teIIs of a neglected boy
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_Who sankuntd the ground then emer’ged as the frrst saguaro
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Long cgv; a)/oung bO)/ R Ieft to grow up alone as h|s mother : &

+ 2RE 3 played 3 Ea (field- hockey One day the boy wen'I to frnd his mother
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z P4 tra\/elrng o'jma;n'y vrIIages crossrng the mountarns ask-lng anrmals for heIp
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§3 along the V\‘I/ay When at 1ast he found her and she was too :busy wrth her

=
'-.. =t N

=

e
d . --.Imn
B E B R ok b R
Wy e T 8 =
N

game to come to hrm he stood ina tarantuIa hole and asked the vrIIage

".

chrIdren to he1p h|m srng Wrth each song"the boy sank deeper |nto the 3
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ground Hls mother havrng been Warned of her son s fate ran to hrm but

arrryed too Iate He vvas gone As it! happened Coyote Ban was passrng by
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and told the..mother be WouId rescue her son Instead trrcky Coyote ate the s
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chrld and presented the mother wrth bare bones From fhe spot where

"

I .;'nl_”:‘:':-' r ]
N those bdnes Wpre burred the frrst ha.sangrew

From a very young age,

Tohono O’odham

Ch | |d I'€1N are taught that they must never

harm a saguaro; they must not throw rocks

to knock the sweet fruit free, or do anything ARE g R A == . . S - R ' A saguaro cactus stoands b/l/ "y novse
that could hurt hazfaﬁ (saguaro). They are d I . | S . : | | '
reminded that saguaros are people, too, - A : e . TN - It 5 lonf and nas thovns.
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Basket from Tohono Chul Park Collection, Gift of Agnes T. and Don L. Smith
Saguaro flower and Saguaro green fruit photos © Linda Bugg
Saguaro red fruit photo © Russ Buhrow

Angela Sardficio from When It Rains, Papago and Pima Poetry, Ofelia Zepeda, ed.,
Sun Tracks Vol. 7, University of Arizona Press, 1982
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